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Our conference is being held on the lands of the Kulin Nations and I 
wish to acknowledge them as the Traditional Owners of this land.

I would also like to pay my respects to their Elders, past and 
present, and Aboriginal Elders of other communities who may be 
here today.

Acknowledgement of country



Purpose

• Assist teachers to design and deliver VCE programs that 
are in accordance with the requirements of the Chinese 
Study Designs. 

• Unpack the VCE assessment principles in relation to 
developing compliant SAC tasks

• Provide a brief guide to VCAA supporting documents



What do I need to consider to set tasks?

Principles of 
assessment



Assessment should be:

• valid and reasonable

• equitable

• balanced 

• efficient.

VCE Assessment Principles

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/VCEPoliciesandGuidelines.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/VCEPoliciesandGuidelines.aspx


VCE Assessment principles

Valid
• fair and reasonable

• designated task type

• conducted under fair conditions 
for all students

• clear instructions included

Equitable
• accessible to all students

• doesn’t privilege or 
disadvantage certain groups of 
students

• tasks are comparable in scope 
and demand



VCE Assessment principles
Balanced

• variety of task types used

• variety of conditions used

• allow students to demonstrate 
different levels of achievement

• suitable criteria, descriptors, 
rubrics or marking schemes used

• outcomes, key knowledge and 
key skills are assessed

Efficient
• minimum number of assessments 

set

• minimise undue workload/stress 
on students

• avoid under or over assessment 
of the outcome

• completed within a limited 
timeframe

• part of the regular teaching and 
learning program



• 25-50-25 rule of thumb
• high / medium / low level of difficulty

• multiple entry points
• accessibility 

• differentiate
‒ extend the top end

Tips for developing a School-based 
Coursework (SAC) task



• Ensure appropriate depth in assessment of key knowledge, key skills, 
outcome statements and unit introduction

• content and context of the task must provide opportunity for 
achievement of highest level of performance

• assessment is appropriate and understandable for the student cohort

• place easier items earlier in the task where possible

• make sure the typical student can finish the SAC in the time available

• wording /language is clear and appropriate for VCE students

• reflect terminology in study design

Tips for developing a School-based 
Coursework (SAC) task



Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Study design



Terminology

• Areas of Study

• Introductory statement

• Outcome statement

• Key knowledge and key skills 

• Suggested tasks (Units 1 and 2)

• Task statements (Units 3 and 4)

• School-Assessed Coursework



Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Outcome statements

“On completion of this unit students should be able to…”

(VCE Chinese Second Language Study Design, p. 26)



Units 1 and 2
Suggested tasks



Unit 3 and 4: Prescribed tasks
Unit 3

(Chinese First Language Study Design, p. 25)



Key knowledge 
and skills

Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Key knowledge and key skills

Chinese Second Language Advanced Study Design, p 50



Themes, 
topics and 
subtopics

Key knowledge 
and skills

Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?





Themes, 
topics and 
subtopics

Key knowledge 
and skills

Text types and 
writing styles

Character list and 
Grammar list

Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Text types

The text types that students can reasonably be expected to 
produce by the completion of this study include:

(Chinese Second Language Study Design, p. 13)



Writing styles:

Chinese Second Language 
Chinese Second Language Advanced 
Chinese First Language

There are five writing styles:

• Personal
• Imaginative
• Persuasive
• Informative
• Evaluative



Writing styles:

Chinese Language Culture and Society

There are three writing styles:

• Personal
• Imaginative
• Informative



Writing styles

Advice for teachers



Themes, 
topics and 
subtopics

Key knowledge 
and skills

Text types and 
writing styles

Grammar list

Performance 
descriptors

Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Assessing Units 3 and 4 SAC tasks 



Themes, 
topics and 
subtopics

Key knowledge 
and skills

Text types and 
writing styles

Grammar list

Performance 
descriptors

Principles of 
assessment

Study Design

Outcome and 
task statements

What do I need to consider to set tasks?



Tip for setting extended writing tasks
Example:

Chinese Second Language Advanced Study Design, p 50



Tip for setting extended writing tasks

“While students need to be aware of the general features of the writing 
styles, teaching and learning activities should clearly define the context, 
purpose and audience to provide direction for students on managing the 
writing style required for each activity.”

VCE Chinese Second Language Advanced Study Design, p. 13



Tip for setting extended writing tasks
Include these five elements in the task question:

• Context
• Audience
• Purpose
• Text type
• Style of writing

Example:
Technology has taken over our lives. You have just participated in a program where 
you were asked to not use your electronic devices for two weeks and you realised the 
benefits of doing this. Write the script of a speech to persuade your fellow students 
about the benefits of not using their electronic devices for two weeks over the 
summer holidays.

(Indonesian Second Language 2022 exam)



Resources on the 
VCE study page

Check the VCE study page: 

‒ School-based Assessment Report

‒ Exam assessor reports 



Other resources…

Check the VCE study page:

‒ Frequently asked questions



Advice for 
Teachers

• Suggested learning 
activities 

• Detailed examples of 
activities leading to an 
assessment task

• Performance descriptors 
for Units 3 and 4

• Main characteristics of 
different styles of writing

• Information about text types

• Resources



Examination 
page

• Examination specifications
• Sample exam
• Past exams
• Exam assessor reports 



VCE and VCAL Administrative 
Handbook

• VCE policy and processes
• Authentication
• Moderation
• Satisfactory completion
• Eligibility for enrolment
• Small group partnerships

Also, seek advice from your VCE       
co-ordinator or Principal



Videos on the VCAA website



Videos on the VCAA website



Videos on the VCAA website



Videos on the VCAA website



Videos on the VCAA website



The VCAA Bulletin 
provides regular updates 
on briefings and all other 
curriculum and 
assessment issues  

Stay up to date …



How to subscribe

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Subscribe.aspx



Final messages

• Know your study design!
• Utilise the VCAA website 
• “Bookmark” the study page for your VCE study
• Use the teacher support materials on the VCAA website
• Contact the Languages Unit for any curriculum queries



Contact us in the Languages Unit
Kylie Witt Languages Unit 

Manager
03 9059 5120
Kylie.Witt@education.vic.gov.au

Catherine Bryant Languages Program 
Manager

03 9059 5117
Catherine.Bryant@education.vic.gov.au

Maria Dikaiou Languages Program 
Manager

03 9059 5118 
Maria.Dikaiou@education.vic.gov.au

Kathleen Duquemin Languages Program 
Manager

03 9139 7869 
Kathleen.Duquemin@education.vic.gov.au

Frances Holl Languages Program 
Manager

03 9139 7879 
Frances.Holl@education.vic.gov.au

mailto:Kylie.Witt@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Catherine.Bryant@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Maria.Dikaiou@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Kathleen.Duquemin@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Frances.Holl@education.vic.gov.au


© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2023. Some elements in this 
presentation may be owned by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in 
accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as permitted under the Copyright Act 
1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx

	School based assessment�for Unit 3 and 4 VCE �Chinese���2023 Victorian Chinese Language �Teachers Training Symposium
	Slide Number 2
	Purpose
	What do I need to consider to set tasks?
	VCE Assessment Principles
	VCE Assessment principles
	VCE Assessment principles
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Study design
	Terminology
	Slide Number 13
	Outcome statements
	Units 1 and 2�Suggested tasks�
	Unit 3 and 4: Prescribed tasks�
	Slide Number 17
	Key knowledge and key skills�
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	What do I need to consider to set tasks?
	Text types
	Writing styles:��Chinese Second Language �Chinese Second Language Advanced �Chinese First Language
	Writing styles:��Chinese Language Culture and Society
	Writing styles
	What do I need to consider to set tasks?
	��Assessing Units 3 and 4 SAC tasks 
	What do I need to consider to set tasks?
	Tip for setting extended writing tasks� Example:�
	Tip for setting extended writing tasks
	Tip for setting extended writing tasks
	Resources on the �VCE study page
	Other resources…
	Advice for �Teachers
	Examination �page
	VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook
	Videos on the VCAA website
	Videos on the VCAA website
	Videos on the VCAA website
	Videos on the VCAA website
	Videos on the VCAA website
	Stay up to date …
	How to subscribe
	Final messages
	�             �
	Slide Number 46

